
 
 

24 May 2019 

To ACAOM Program Administrators: 

The Accreditation Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (ACAOM or Commission) recently 
received two separate but similar inquiries related to the current Doctor of Acupuncture and Oriental 
Medicine (DAOM) degree program.  Both inquiries appear to be based on a perception / rumor “that ACAOM 
may be planning to phase out its accreditation activities with respect to DAOM programs,” which is not 
accurate. 

At the recent Council of Colleges of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (CCAOM) meeting it was 
announced that ACAOM will be initiating a comprehensive review of the DAOM standards.  It appears that 
information presented may not have been clear to some CCAOM members present and it is important to 
clarify the purpose and the process for this review. 

ACAOM is required by the U.S. Department of Education to conduct periodic reviews of all standards (34 
CFR § 602, specifically Section §602.21 “Review of Standards”). The upcoming comprehensive review of 
the DAOM standards is part of that normal process and consistent with ACAOM’s Standards Review Policy.  
The DAOM standards have been periodically updated, and the programmatic components were 
incorporated into ACAOM’s Comprehensive Standards & Criteria effective 4 January 2019. However, there 
has not been a full comprehensive review of these standards since the first ACAOM schools received pre-
accreditation (candidacy) in 2005. It is essential that the standards be reviewed and updated, if necessary, 
to meet the evolving needs of students, the profession, and the institutions offering these programs.   

ACAOM staff are currently developing the process outline for this review and the Commission is committed 
to working closely with the institutions that have applied for and/or received pre-accreditation or 
accreditation for their respective DAOM programs.  In this process, the Commission will: follow its policies 
and procedures, continue to work closely with all stakeholders and communities of interest, and adhere to 
the US Secretary of Education’s Criteria for the Recognition of accreditors.  Consistent with past practice, 
public comment will be an integral part of this process.  

Both inquiries noted concern with ACAOM’s use of the terminology “advanced practice” and “terminal 
degree.” This concern was also noted by several attendees at ACAOM’s recent workshop presented at 
CCAOM’s Spring 2019 conference.  ACAOM staff are committed to thoroughly researching the appropriate 
use of such terminology and presenting these findings to the Commission for consideration and action.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me at 952-212-2434 or by email should you have any additional questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark S McKenzie, PhD (China), MSOM, L.Ac 
Executive Director        
Mark.McKenzie@acaom.org  
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